
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form by electronic, mechanical, 
photocopying, or any other means without the prior written permission of the copyright holder.

(USPS 395-280)
VOL. LXI EASTON, PA April 2, 2020 NO. 14

CONTENTS

INSERT: Green: 1. 2020 Calendar 
2. Save the Date! – 2020 Bench Bar Conference 
3. Save the Date! – Annual Summer Outing 
4. Ethics Hotline

NOTICE TO THE BAR...
Northampton County Court of Common Pleas
Administrative Order 2020-5
Public Access to Night Duty Case Records of the 
Magisterial District Courts 
See pages 17-39.

Administrative Order No. 2020-5 . . . . . . . . . . . 17
Bar News . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Estate and Trust Notices . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

Legal Notices . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
Sheriff ’s Sales . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

 



2

Northampton County Reporter
Attorney Referral & Information Service

155 South Ninth Street, P.O. Box 4733
Easton, PA  18042

Phone (610) 258-6333 Fax (610) 258-8715
E-mail: ncba@norcobar.org

PBA (800) 932-0311—PBI (800) 932-4637

NORTHAMPTON COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION
2020 BAR ASSOCIATION OFFICERS

Robert Eyer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . President
Maura Zajac McGuire  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  President-Elect
Paul J. Harak  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Vice President
Steven B. Molder  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Treasurer
Jeremy F. Clark  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Secretary
Lisa M. Spitale  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Past President

BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Erika A. Farkas

Richard Eugene Santee
Douglas Jon Tkacik

David M. Backenstoe
Scott M. Wilhelm
Joshua D. Fulmer 

Jill Kelly McComsey

ZONE II DELEGATES
Joel M. Scheer 

Michael C. Deschler 
Keri A. Schantz

Frank W. Yandrisevits 
Lisa M. Spitale 

Jonathan M. Huerta, Zone Governor

BAR ASSOCIATION STAFF
Mary Beth Leeson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Executive Director
Patti A. Gober  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Accounting
Yasmin Ammirato . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Legal Journal
Deborah J. Flanagan  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Attorney Referral
Jessica Bosco  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Attorney Referral

The Northampton County Reporter will be published every Thursday 
by the Northampton County Bar Association, 155 South Ninth St., 
Easton, PA 18042-4399. All legal notices relating to the business of the 
county, are required by rule of Court, to be published in this Journal. All 
legal notices must be submitted in typewritten form and are published 
exactly as submitted by the advertiser. Neither the Law Reporter nor the 
printer will assume any responsibility to edit, make spelling corrections, 
eliminate errors in grammar or make any changes to content.

Subscription Price—$75.00 per year.
Periodical Postage Paid at Easton, PA and additional office.
Postmaster: Send all communications and address changes to:

NORTHAMPTON COUNTY REPORTER
155 South Ninth St., Easton, PA 18042-4399

Telephone (610) 258-6333    FAX (610) 258-8715
Ralph J. Bellafatto, Esquire

Editor



3

For every minute you are angry you lose sixty seconds of happiness.  
~ Ralph Waldo Emerson

NOTICE TO NCBA MEMBERS – BAR NEWS

NCBA Notice
Due to the Coronavirus the NCBA Office is closed until further notice. We 

are continuing our work from home, including work on the N.C. Reporter, ARIS 
appointments and working on either cancelling or rescheduling our events.
  

If you are sending in legal advertisements for the Reporter, please e-mail 
them to reporter@norcobar.org. It is difficult picking up our mail and faxes in the 
office. You may send any questions to the same e-mail address or to ncba@
norcobar.org. 

NCBA E-mail Notices
All Court Orders and other notices are being forwarded to all our NCBA 

members. If you have not been receiving them by e-mail from Mary Beth Leeson 
(marybeth@norcobar.org), then you should be checking your spam, allowing 
e-mails from the e-mail listed above or, we do not have an e-mail address for 
you. If we do not have your e-mail address and you would like to be kept up to 
date on any notices from the Court or the Bar Association, e-mail your address 
to marybeth@norcobar.org.
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ESTATE AND TRUST NOTICES
Notice is hereby given that, in the 

estates of the decedents set forth 
below, the Register of Wills has 
granted letters testamentary or of 
administration to the persons named. 
Notice is also hereby given of the 
existence of the trusts of the deceased 
settlors set forth below for whom no 
personal representatives have been 
appointed within 90 days of death. 
All persons having claims or demands 
against said estates or trusts are 
requested to make known the same, 
and all persons indebted to said 
estates or trusts are requested to 
make payment, without delay, to the 
executors or administrators or 
trustees or to their attorneys named 
below.

FIRST PUBLICATION
BUCK, AGNES H., dec’d.

Late of 6861 Martins Creek, 
Belvidere Hwy., Bangor (Lower 
Mount Bethel Township) 
Northampton County, PA
Executor: Leonard James Buck, 
3851 Colonel Drake Hwy., 
Patton, PA 16668
Attorneys: Smorto Persio Webb 
& McGill, 129 South Center 
Street, Ebensburg, PA 15931

MARTINEZ, JOYCE G., dec’d.
Late of the City of Easton, North- 
ampton County, PA
Administrators: Christine L. 
Swint, Joyce C. Tibbetts, George 
B. Martinez and Thomas R. 
Martinez c/o Daniel E. Cohen, 
Attorney, Hof & Reid, LLC, 3101 
Emrick Blvd., Suite 205, 
Bethlehem, PA 18020
Attorneys: Daniel E. Cohen, 
Attorney, Hof & Reid, LLC, 3101 
Emrick Blvd., Suite 205, 
Bethlehem, PA 18020

MUSHLITZ, FLORENCE G., dec’d.
Late of Bethlehem, Northampton 
County, PA
Executor: Thomas F. Galles c/o 
Douglas J. Tkacik, Esquire, 18 
East Market Street, Bethlehem, 
PA 18018
Attorney: Douglas J. Tkacik, 
Esquire, 18 East Market Street, 
Bethlehem, PA 18018

O’GORMAN, THOMAS E., dec’d.
Late of Bethlehem, Northampton 
County, PA
Executors: Tami V. Brotosky and 
John E. Brotosky c/o Charles W. 
Stopp, Esquire, Steckel and 
Stopp LLC, 125 S. Walnut Street, 
Suite 210, Slatington, PA 18080
Attorneys: Charles W. Stopp, 
Esquire, Steckel and Stopp LLC, 
125 S. Walnut Street, Suite 210, 
Slatington, PA 18080

STATLER, EDWARD M., SR., 
dec’d.
Late of the City of Easton, 
Northampton County, PA
Executor: Edward M. Statler, Jr. 
c/o Alfred S. Pierce, Esquire, 
Pierce & Steirer, LLC, 124 
Belvidere Street, Nazareth, PA 
18064
Attorneys: Alfred S. Pierce, 
Esquire, Pierce & Steirer, LLC, 
124 Belvidere Street, Nazareth, 
PA 18064

SECOND PUBLICATION
CHOWDHURY, MOHAMMAD 

JAMSHED, dec’d.
Late of Palmer Township, 
Northampton County, PA
Administratrix c.t.a.: Tangina 
Chowdhury Parvez c/o Joel M. 
Scheer, Esquire, Fishbone and 
Scheer, 940 West Lafayette 
Street, Easton, PA 18042
Attorneys: Joel M. Scheer, 
Esquire, Fishbone and Scheer, 
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Attorneys: Robert A. Nitchkey, 
Jr., Esquire, Hemstreet, Nitchkey 
& Freidl, 730 Washington Street, 
Easton, PA 18042

SCHUYLER, THOMAS M., dec’d.
Late of Northampton, Northamp-
ton County, PA
Administrator: William R. 
Schuyler c/o Stephen A. Strack, 
Esquire, Steckel and Stopp LLC, 
125 S. Walnut Street, Suite 210, 
Slatington, PA 18080
Attorneys: Stephen A. Strack, 
Esquire, Steckel and Stopp LLC, 
125 S. Walnut Street, Suite 210, 
Slatington, PA 18080

VOGEL, ELWOOD R., dec’d.
Late of the Borough of Nazareth, 
Northampton County, PA
Executor: Eric M. Vogel c/o 
Gregory R. Reed, Esquire,  
Attorney-at-Law, 141 South 
Broad Street, P.O. Box 299, 
Nazareth, PA 18064-0299
Attorney: Gregory R. Reed, 
Esquire, Attorney-at-Law, 141 
South Broad Street, P.O. Box 
299, Nazareth, PA 18064-0299

VOIGHT, LUCIELLE M., dec’d.
Late of 3265 Indiana Street, 
Easton, Northampton County, 
PA 
Personal Representative: William 
F. Voight, III c/o Thomas A. 
Capehart, Esquire, Gross 
McGinley, LLP, 33 South 7th 
Street, P.O. Box 4060, Allentown, 
PA 18105-4060
Attorneys: Thomas A. Capehart, 
Esquire, Gross McGinley, LLP, 
33 South 7th Street, P.O. Box 
4060, Allentown, PA 18105-
4060

THIRD PUBLICATION
CAPECCI, LOUIS V., dec’d.

Late of the Township of Palmer, 
Northampton County, PA

940 West Lafayetee Street, 
Easton, PA 18042

GRAEF, ROGER A., dec’d.
Late of the City of Bethlehem, 
Northampton County, PA
Executor: Steven Donald Mast 
c/o Ellen M. Kraft, Esquire, 4510 
Bath Pike, Suite 201, Bethlehem, 
PA 18017-9265
Attorney: Ellen M. Kraft, Esquire, 
4510 Bath Pike, Suite 201, 
Bethlehem, PA 18017-9265

HALAMAR, RICHARD MICHAEL, 
dec’d.
Late of the Borough of Wind Gap, 
Northampton County, PA
Administrator: Steven N.  
Goudsouzian, Goudsouzian & 
Associates, 2940 William Penn 
Highway, Easton, PA 18045-
5227
A t t o r n e y s :  S t e v e n  N .  
Goudsouz ian ,  Esqu i re ,  
Goudsouzian & Associates, 2940 
William Penn Highway, Easton, 
PA 18045-5227

KERN, CHARLES G., JR., dec’d.
Late of Northampton, Northamp-
ton County, PA 
Executrix: Jennifer Lynn Werley 
c/o Joshua D. Shulman, 
Esquire, Shulman Law Office PC, 
1935 Center Street, Northamp-
ton, PA 18067
Attorneys: Joshua D. Shulman, 
Esquire, Shulman Law Office PC, 
1935 Center Street, Northamp-
ton, PA 18067

KERR, BRIGITTE, dec’d.
Late of the Township of Forks, 
Northampton County, PA
Administratrix: Ms. Heather K. 
DeFazio c/o Robert A. Nitchkey, 
Jr., Esquire, Hemstreet, Nitchkey 
& Freidl, 730 Washington Street, 
Easton, PA 18042



NORTHAMPTON COUNTY REPORTER Vol. 61 No. 14 4/3/2020

6

HEYDT, JOYCE B., dec’d.
Late of the Township of Hanover, 
Northampton County, PA
Executrix: Alison Joyce Heydt 
c/o Robert V. Littner, Esquire, 
Littner, Deschler & Littner, 512 
North New Street, Bethlehem, PA 
18018
Attorneys: Robert V. Littner, 
Esquire, Littner, Deschler & 
Littner, 512 North New Street, 
Bethlehem, PA 18018

KEOWN, EVELYN, dec’d.
Late of Bethlehem, Northampton 
County, PA
Trustee: Grace Ann Keown c/o 
Timothy J. Duckworth, Esquire, 
Mosebach, Funt, Dayton & 
Duckworth, P.C., 2045 Westgate 
Drive, Suite 404, Bethlehem, PA 
18017
At to rneys :  T imo thy  J . 
Duckworth, Esquire, Mosebach, 
Funt, Dayton & Duckworth, 
P.C., 2045 Westgate Drive, Suite 
404, Bethlehem, PA 18017

KICHLINE, PAUL H., dec’d.
Late of the City of Bethlehem, 
Northampton County, PA
Co-Executors: Gayle M. Holben 
and Gary Paul Kichline c/o 
Bradford D. Wagner, Esquire, 
662 Main Street, Hellertown, PA 
18055-1726
Attorney: Bradford D. Wagner, 
Esquire, 662 Main Street, Heller-
town, PA 18055-1726

LAKICS, ANNA O., dec’d.
Late of the Township of Bushkill, 
Northampton County, PA
Executrix: Ann L. Burke c/o 
Peters, Moritz, Peischl, Zulick, 
Landes & Brienza, LLP, 1 South 
Main Street, Nazareth, PA 18064
Attorneys: Peters, Moritz, Peischl, 
Zulick, Landes & Brienza, LLP, 
1 South Main Street, Nazareth, 
PA 18064

Executor: Brian Clifford Capecci 
c/o Goudsouzian & Associates, 
2940 William Penn Highway, 
Easton, PA 18045-5227
Attorneys: Goudsouzian & Asso-
ciates, 2940 William Penn 
Highway, Easton, PA 18045-
5227

DeFILIPPO, DOMINICK THOMAS, 
dec’d.
Late of the Borough of Northamp-
ton, Northampton County, PA
Executrix: Lenore Thomas 
DeAngelis c/o Charles W. Stopp, 
Esquire, Steckel and Stopp LLC, 
125 S. Walnut Street, Suite 210, 
Slatington, PA 18080
Attorneys: Charles W. Stopp, 
Esquire, Steckel and Stopp LLC, 
125 S. Walnut Street, Suite 210, 
Slatington, PA 18080

DUGAS, ELIZABETH A., dec’d.
Late of 4007 Green Pond Road, 
Bethlehem, Northampton 
County, PA
Personal Representative: Frances 
Coulter c/o Thomas A. Capehart, 
Esquire, Gross McGinley, LLP, 
33 South 7th Street, P.O. Box 
4060, Allentown, PA 18105-4060
Attorneys: Thomas A. Capehart, 
Esquire, Gross McGinley, LLP, 
33 South 7th Street, P.O. Box 
4060, Allentown, PA 18105-4060

ENGLER, EDITH C., dec’d.
Late of the Borough of Northamp-
ton, Northampton County, PA
Executrix: Gayle E. Diehl c/o 
George M. Vasiliadis, Esquire, 
Vasiliadis Pappas Associates, 
LLC, 2551 Baglyos Circle, Suite 
A-14, Bethlehem, PA 18020
Attorneys: George M. Vasiliadis, 
Esquire, Vasiliadis Pappas Asso-
ciates, LLC, 2551 Baglyos Circle, 
Suite A-14, Bethlehem, PA 18020
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LONG, CLARENCE E., JR., dec’d.
Late of Hellertown, Northampton 
County, PA
Executor: James E. Long a/k/a 
James Edward Long c/o Sally L. 
Schoffstall, Esquire, Schoffstall 
Elder Law, 2987 Corporate 
Court, Suite 200, Orefield, PA 
18069
Attorneys: Sally L. Schoffstall, 
Esquire, Schoffstall Elder Law, 
2987 Corporate Court, Suite 
200, Orefield, PA 18069

LONG, DALE EDWARD, JR., dec’d.
Late of Mt. Bethel, Northampton 
County, PA
Administrators: Sterling Long 
and Griffin Long c/o Mark A. 
Primrose, Esquire, 17 North 
Sixth Street, Stroudsburg, PA 
18360
Attorney: Mark A. Primrose, 
Esquire, 17 North Sixth Street, 
Stroudsburg, PA 18360

MERWARTH, CARL, dec’d.
Late of Palmer Township, 
Northampton County, PA
Executrix: Diane Fay Werkiser 
c/o Fitzpatrick Lentz & Bubba, 
P.C., Two City Center, 645 West 
Hamilton Street, Suite 800, 
Allentown, PA 18101
Attorneys: Fitzpatrick Lentz & 
Bubba, P.C., Two City Center, 
645 West Hamilton Street, Suite 
800, Allentown, PA 18101

MOLNAR, JULIA, dec’d.
Late of the City of Bethlehem, 
Northampton County, PA
Executrix: Sandra M. Pascoe c/o 
Goudsouzian & Associates, 2940 
William Penn Highway, Easton, 
PA 18045-5227
Attorneys: Goudsouzian & Asso-
ciates, 2940 William Penn 
Highway, Easton, PA 18045-
5227

PUGH, CAROLYN C., dec’d.
Late of the Township of Moore, 
Northampton County, PA
Administratrix: Chrysandra M. 
Bliler Head c/o Brian M. 
Monahan, Esquire, 701 Wash-
ington Street, Easton, PA 18042
Attorney: Brian M. Monahan, 
Esquire, 701 Washington Street, 
Easton, PA 18042

SECHRIST, PHOEBE E., dec’d.
Late of the Township of 
Bethlehem, Northampton 
County, PA
Administrator: Ronald B. D. 
Sechrist, III c/o Dionysios C. 
Pappas, Esquire, Vasiliadis 
Pappas Associates LLC, 2551 
Baglyos Circle, Suite A-14, 
Bethlehem, PA 18020
Attorneys: Dionysios C. Pappas, 
Esquire, Vasiliadis Pappas Asso-
ciates LLC, 2551 Baglyos Circle, 
Suite A-14, Bethlehem, PA 
18020

SIEGFRIED, EUGENIA H., dec’d.
Late of the Borough of North 
Catasaqua, Northampton 
County, PA
Executor: Lester A. Siegfried, 
1113 Limestone Street, North 
Catasauqua, PA 18032
Attorney: Daniel G. Spengler, 
Esquire, 110 East Main Street, 
Bath, PA 18014

ZYSKOWSKI, RAYMOND T., dec’d.
Late of the Township of Forks, 
Northampton County, PA
Executor: William Zyskowski, 
225 East Lafayette Street, 
Easton, PA 18042
Attorney: Keene Jabbour, 
Esquire, 701 Washington Street, 
Easton, PA 18042
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON  
PLEAS OF NORTHAMPTON 
COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

ORPHANS’ COURT
INVOLUNTARY TERMINATION OF 

PARENTAL RIGHTS
IN RE: C.A.B., a minor child

NO. 2020-0011
NOTICE

TO: Vincent Guy Bonanni with a last 
known address of: 1527 Artisan 
Court, Breinigsville, PA 18031

     Via Publication Only
A petition has been filed asking the 

Court to put an end to all rights you 
have to your child, C.A.B. The Court 
has set a hearing to consider ending 
your rights to your child. That hearing 
will be held in Courtroom 4 of the 
Northampton County Courthouse, 
669 Washington Street, Easton, 
Pennsylvania 18042 on May 12, 2020 
at 10 A.M. You are warned that even 
if you fail to appear at the scheduled 
hearing, the hearing will go on 
without you and your rights to your 
child may be terminated and ended 
by the Court without your being 
present. You have the right to be 
represented at the hearing by a 
lawyer.

YOU SHOULD TAKE THIS PAPER 
TO YOUR LAWYER AT ONCE. IF YOU 
DO NOT HAVE A LAWYER OR 
CANNOT AFFORD ONE, GO TO OR 
TELEPHONE THE OFFICE SET 
FORTH BELOW TO FIND OUT 
WHERE YOU CAN GET LEGAL 
HELP.

Lawyer Referral Service
P.O. Box 4733
Easton, PA 18043-4733
(610) 258-6333

ALYSSA LOPIANO-REILLY,
ESQUIRE

(610) 863-0700
Mar. 19, 26; Apr. 2

SHERIFF’S SALE OF 
VALUABLE REAL ESTATE

The following real estate will be 
sold by the Sheriff of Northamp- 
ton County, Pennsylvania, on APRIL 
9, 2020, at ten o’clock a.m. in the 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, THIRD 
FLOOR, of the North amp ton County 
Government Center, within the City 
of Easton, County of North amp ton 
and State of Pennsylvania.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the 
sale price will include only the 
outstanding taxes certified to the 
Sheriff ’s Office. Any taxes not reported 
to the Sheriff are the responsibility of 
the purchaser. 

No. C-48-CV-2014-10438
THE BANK OF NEW YORK 

MELLON ET AL.
vs.

JAMES LEWIS, LOUADA LEWIS
Property Address:
1404 Fa i rmount  Stree t , 

Bethlehem, PA 18017
UPI/Tax Parcel Number:
N7SW1C/6/1/0204
All that certain lot or piece of 

ground situate in the 15th Ward of 
Bethlehem City, Northampton 
County, Pennsylvania.

Title to said premises is vested in 
James Lewis and Louada Lewis, h/w, 
by deed from James Lewis, said deed 
recorded 3/2/2005 in Deed Book 
2005-1, page 75035.

Thereon being erected a ranch-
style single dwelling with vinyl siding/
brick exterior and shingle roof.

No. C-48-CV-2015-10441
ORANGE CAPITAL FUNDING, LLC

vs.
MICHAEL L. THOMPSON,  
REGINA E. THOMPSON

Property Address:
632 Ontario Street, Bethlehem, PA 

18015
UPI/Tax Parcel Number:
P6SW3B/6/17/0204
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All that certain messuage, or 
tenement, lot or parcel of ground 
situate on the west side of Ontario 
Street, between Sioux and Itaska 
Streets, in Bethlehem City, Northamp-
ton County, Pennsylvania.

Being the same premises granted 
and conveyed unto Michael L. 
Thompson and Regina E. Thompson 
by deed from Hedwig Rutz, said deed 
recorded 3/30/1979 in Deed Book 
596, Page 875.

Thereon being erected a two-story 
half-double dwelling with brick 
exterior and shingle roof.

No. C-48-CV-2015-10939
THE BANK OF NEW YORK 

MELLON TRUST 
COMPANY, N.A. ET AL.

vs.
SANDRA SUDZIARSKI

Property Address:
642 Broadway, Bethlehem, PA 

18015
UPI/Tax Parcel Number:
P6SW2C/17/3/0204
All that certain messuage, 

tenement and lot or piece of land 
situated in Bethlehem City, North-
ampton County, Pennsylvania.

Being the same premises granted 
and conveyed unto Sandra  Sudziarski 
by deed from James Generoso, said 
deed recorded 3/11/2005 in Deed 
Book 2005-1, page 89881.

Thereon being erected a two-story 
half-double dwelling with brick 
exterior, shingle/slate roof and a 
detached one-car garage.

No. C-48-CV-2016-01362
NRZ PASS-THROUGH TRUST XI-B

vs.
BRENDON MYERS, ERICA MYERS

Property Address:
674 Ruben Court, Easton, PA 

18045
UPI/Tax Parcel Number:
K8/7/3G/0418

All that certain tract, parcel or 
piece of land situate in Lower Nazareth 
Township, Northampton County, 
Pennsylvania.

Title to said premises is vested in 
Brendon Myers and Erica Myers by 
deed from Jeffrey J. Sysko and 
Lauren A. Sysko, said deed recorded 
6/18/2004 in Deed Book 2004-1, 
page 236895.

Thereon being erected a colonial-
style single dwelling with vinyl siding/
brick exterior, shingle roof, an 
attached two-car garage and an 
unfinished detached building.

No. C-48-CV-2016-03636
PNC BANK, NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION ET AL.

vs.
MARITZA DAWSON-WILLIAMS, 

JAMES WILLIAMS
Property Address:
27 Highland Court, Mount Bethel, 

PA 18343
UPI/Tax Parcel Number:
D11/11/1P/0131
All that certain lot, piece or parcel 

of land situate, lying and being in 
Upper Mount Bethel Township, 
Northampton County, Pennsylvania.

Being the same premises conveyed 
to James Williams and Maritza 
Dawson-Williams, h/w, by deed from 
LTS Development LLC s/b/m LTS 
Development Inc., said deed recorded 
11/10/2004 in Deed Book 2004-1, 
page 439777.

Thereon being erected a colonial-
style single dwelling with vinyl siding, 
shingle roof and an attached two-car 
garage.

No. C-48-CV-2017-02844
PACIFIC UNION FINANCIAL, LLC

vs.
THOMAS J. MALARIK

Property Address:
709 Seitz Street, Easton, PA 18042
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UPI/Tax Parcel Number:
M9NE2A/11/4/0310
All those certain lots or pieces of 

land situate in Easton City, Northamp-
ton County, Pennsylvania.

Being the same premises granted 
and conveyed unto Thomas J. Malarik 
by deed from U.S. Bank National 
Association, as Trustee for Citigroup 
Mortgage Loan Trust, Inc., 2007-AR7, 
Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, 
Series 2007-AR7 by its Attorney in 
Fact Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., by Power 
of Attorney recorded 2/8/2006 Book 
2006-1 Page 55573, said deed 
recorded 1/29/2015 in Deed Book 
2015-1, Page 15101.

Thereon being erected a two-story 
single dwelling with vinyl siding, 
shingle roof and an attached two-car 
garage.

No. C-48-CV-2017-03461
U.S. BANK, N.A., 

SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE ET AL.
vs.

MARIA D. SALAS
Property Address:
3007 Swanson Street, Easton, PA 

18045
UPI/Tax Parcel Number:
L8NE4/16/9/0324
All that certain lot or piece of land 

situate on the north side of Swanson 
Street between Fischer Road and 
Radcliffe Street in Palmer Township, 
Northampton County, Pennsylvania.

Title to said premises is vested in 
Maria D. Salas by deed from David J. 
Urevich and Stacy L. Urevich, h/w, 
said deed recorded 7/25/2005 in 
Deed Book 2005-1, Page 278051.

Thereon being erected a two-story 
single dwelling with vinyl siding/brick 
exterior, shingle roof and an attached 
two-car garage.

No. C-48-CV-2017-08458
BOROUGH OF BATH

vs.
RONALD J. PELIZOTO

Property Address:
207 Sleepy Hollow Road, Bath, PA 

18014
UPI/Tax Parcel Number:
K6/5/14/0503
All that certain messuage or 

tenement and parcel of land situate 
situate in Bath Borough, Northamp-
ton County, Pennsylvania.

Being the same premises granted 
and conveyed unto Ronald J. Pelizoto 
by deed from Jerome Pritko said deed 
recorded 8/31/1992 in Deed Book 
873, Page 1.

Thereon being erected a two-story 
single dwelling with vinyl siding and 
shingle roof.

No. C-48-CV-2017-10157
CITY OF EASTON

vs.
JERMAINE KWASI 

CHEMPHE-AGYEKUM
Property Address:
1020 Spruce Street, Easton, PA 

18042
UPI/Tax Parcel Number:
L9SE1D/15/8/0310
All that certain messuage or 

tenement and lot or piece of land 
situated in Easton City, Northampton 
County, Pennsylvania.

Being the same premises granted 
and conveyed unto Jermaine Kwasi 
Chemphe-Agyekum by deed from 
Fannie Mae a/k/a Federal National 
Mortgage Association organized and 
existing under the laws of the United 
States of America, said deed recorded 
8/19/2013 in Deed Book 2013-1, 
Page 218916.

Thereon being erected a two-story 
row home dwelling with brick exterior 
and shingle roof.

No. C-48-CV-2018-01639
BOROUGH OF 

NORTH CATASAUQUA
vs.

ELIZABETH SISKO, 
MICHAEL R. SISKO
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Property Address:
408 Buttonwood Street, North 

Catasauqua, PA 18032
UPI/Tax Parcel Number:
M4SE4A/9/13/0923
All that certain messuage or 

tenement and parcel or piece of land 
situate in North Catasauqua Borough, 
Northampton County, Pennsylvania.

Being the same premises granted 
and conveyed unto Michael R. Sisko 
and Elizabeth O. Sisko, his wife, by 
deed from Mary Yanek and John 
Bobalik, Executors of the Last Will 
and Testament of Mary Bobalik, said 
deed recorded 11/16/1971 in Deed 
Book 414, Page 343.

and
All that certain lot or piece of land 

situate in North Catasauqua Borough, 
Northampton County, Pennsylvania.

Being the same premises granted 
and conveyed unto Michael R. Sisko 
and Elizabeth O. Sisko, his wife, by 
deed from Peter Bonshak and Alma 
L. Bonshak, his wife, said deed 
recorded 7/20/1973 in Deed Book 
464, Page 302.

Thereon being erected a detached 
7-car wood exterior garage.

No. C-48-CV-2018-05740
U.S. BANK NATIONAL 

ASSOCIATION, AS 
TRUSTEE ET AL.

vs.
TERENCE DICKENSON,  

CAROL HARVEY-DICKENSON
Property Address:
371 Park Avenue, Bethlehem, PA 

18020
UPI/Tax Parcel Number:
L7/5/7G-40/0418
All that certain messuage or 

tenement and parcel of land situate 
on the west side of Park Avenue in 
Lower Nazareth Township, Northamp-
ton County, Pennsylvania.

Being the same premises granted 
and conveyed unto Terence Dickenson 
and Carol Harvey-Dickenson, as 
tenants by the entirety, by deed from 
Hidden Oaks I, LLP, a Pennsylvania 
Limited Liability Partnership, said 
deed recorded 9/15/2005 in Deed 
Book 2005-1, Page 357155.

Thereon being erected a two-story 
single dwelling with brick exterior, 
shingle roof and an attached three-car 
garage.

No. C-48-CV-2018-06725
HSBC BANK USA, N.A., AS 

INDENTURE TRUSTEE ET AL.
vs.

BARBARA L. SEBRING
Property Address:
Mill Road, Bangor, PA 18013
UPI/Tax Parcel Number:
F9/1/3A/0134
All that certain messuage, 

tenement, tract, parcel or piece of 
land lying and being in Washington 
Township, Northampton County, 
Pennsylvania.

Title to said premises is vested in 
Barbara L. Sebring and Robert R. 
Sebring, w/h, by deed from Lorrena 
Winkler, said deed recorded 6/6/2002 
in Deed Book 2002-1, Page 147781. 
The said Robert R. Sebring died on 
6/9/2009 thereby vesting title to 
Barbara L. Sebring.

Thereon being vacant land.
Property Address:
1471 Mill Road, Bangor, PA 18013
UPI/Tax Parcel Number:
F9/1/3B-2/0134
Thereon being erected a ranch-

style single dwelling with wood siding 
exterior, shingle roof and a detached 
one-car garage.

No. C-48-CV-2018-07613
1900 CAPITAL TRUST II, BY U.S. 

BANK TRUST NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION ET AL.

vs.
TTJRAC ENTERPRISES, LLC
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Property Address:
613 Northampton Street, Easton, 

PA 18042
UPI/Tax Parcel Number:
L9SE2A/7/5/0310
All that certain lot or parcel of land 

situate in the 4th Ward of Easton City, 
Northampton County, Pennsylvania.

Being the same premises granted 
and conveyed unto TTJRAC Enter-
prises, LLC by deed from Joseph V. 
Scorese, said deed recorded 3/8/2006 
in Deed Book 2006-1, Page 96297.

Thereon being erected a 3-story 
3-unit apartment building with brick 
exterior and flat roof.

No. C-48-CV-2018-08669
WILSON AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

vs.
JOHN H. ALLEN, JR.,  

BUFFY A. ALLEN
Property Address:
451 Iron Street, Easton, PA 18042-

5384
UPI/Tax Parcel Number:
M9NW2A/9/40/0837
All that certain lot, tract of land, 

parcel, piece of ground situate in 
Wilson Borough, Northampton 
County, Pennsylvania.

Being the same premises granted 
and conveyed unto John H. Allen, Jr. 
and Buffy A. Allen by deed from Peter 
L. Tucker and Judith L. Tucker, h/w, 
said deed recorded 10/8/1998 in 
Deed Book 1998-1, Page 138354.

Thereon being erected a two-story 
row home dwelling with vinyl siding 
and shingle roof.

No. C-48-CV-2018-11455
MTGLQ INVESTORS, LP

vs.
AARON C. TULLY

Property Address:
1389 Stewart Street, Northamp-

ton, PA 18067
UPI/Tax Parcel Number:
M4NW1B/19/30/0522

All that certain messuage or 
tenement situate on the east side of 
Stewart Street between Kalusky 
Avenue and 14th Street in the 4th 
Ward of Northampton Borough, 
Northampton County, Pennsylvania.

Being the same premises granted 
and conveyed unto Aaron C. Tully, as 
sole owner, by deed from John A. 
Pasko, individually, said deed 
recorded 7/16/2001 in Deed Book 
2001-1, Page 136195.

Thereon being erected a two-story 
half-double dwelling with vinyl 
siding/shingled exterior and shingle 
roof.

No. C-48-CV-2019-00452
LEGACY MORTGAGE ASSET 

TRUST 2017-GS2
vs.

ANNA MAE WERNER, AS 
SURVIVING HEIR OF BARRY A. 

WERNER, DECEASED, GREGORY 
WERNER, AS SURVIVING HEIR

OF BARRY A. WERNER, 
DECEASED, WILLIAM WERNER, 

SR., AS SURVIVING HEIR OF 
BARRY A. WERNER, DECEASED,

THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA, BARRY A. WERNER, 

DECEASED, UNKNOWN 
SURVIVING HEIRS OF BARRY A.

WERNER, DECEASED
Property Address:
3784 Old Philadelphia Pike, 

Bethlehem, PA 18015
UPI/Tax Parcel Number:
Q6NW3/5/5A-2/0719
All that certain tract or parcel of 

land situate in Lower Saucon 
Township, Northampton County, 
Pennsylvania.

Being the same premises granted 
and conveyed unto Barry A. Werner 
by deed from Texas Commerce Bank, 
N.A., Trustee, said deed recorded 
5/2/1996 in Deed Book 1996-1, Page 
41692. The said Barry A. Werner died 



NORTHAMPTON COUNTY REPORTER Vol. 61 No. 14 4/3/2020

13

on 1/5/2018. Upon information and 
belief, his surviving heirs are Anna 
Mae Werner, Gregory Werner and 
William Werner, Sr.

Thereon being erected a two-story 
half-double dwelling with vinyl siding 
and shingle roof.

No. C-48-CV-2019-01079
U.S. BANK NATIONAL 

ASSOCIATION, AS 
TRUSTEE ET AL.

vs.
CARRIEANN KEELING, 

DAVID R. KEELING
Property Address:
427 South 21st Street, Easton, PA 

18042
UPI/Tax Parcel Number:
L9SW4B/15/6/0837
All that certain lot, tract or parcel 

of land situate on the west side of 21st 
Street in Wilson Borough, Northamp-
ton County, Pennsylvania.

Being the same premises granted 
and conveyed unto Carrie Keeling by 
deed from David Keeling, said quit 
claim deed recorded 4/18/2019, in 
Deed Book 2019-1, Page 68793.

Thereon being erected a two-story 
single dwelling with aluminum siding, 
slate roof and a detached one-car 
garage.

No. C-48-CV-2019-05193
THE BANK OF NEW YORK 

MELLON ET AL.
vs.

AMANDA A. ANGARITA
Property Address:
857 Willow Road, Hellertown, PA 

18055
UPI/Tax Parcel Number:
Q7SE4A/12/7/0715
All that certain messuage and lot 

or parcel of land situate in Hellertown 
Borough, Northampton County, 
Pennsylvania.

Being the same premises granted 
and conveyed unto Amanda A. 

Angarita, married, by deed from 
Frederick L. Adelman and Nicole 
Adelman, h/w, said deed recorded 
5/8/2006 in Deed Book 2006-1, Page 
181342.

Thereon being erected a ranch-
style single dwelling with brick 
exterior, shingle roof and an attached 
one-car garage.

No. C-48-CV-2019-05434
PHH MORTGAGE CORPORATION

vs.
LAURA J. SERAFIN

Property Address:
955 Berger Road, Easton, PA 

18042
UPI/Tax Parcel Number:
N9/2/1D/0836
All that certain piece, parcel or 

tract of land situate in Williams 
Township, Northampton County, 
Pennsylvania.

Title vested in John F. Serafin, Jr. 
and Laura J. Serafin, h/w, by deed 
from SJP Development Corporation, 
said deed recorded 3/28/1994 in 
Deed Book 1994-2, Page 12541. The 
said John F. Serafin, Jr. died on 
3/15/2008, whereupon title to 
premises in question became vested 
in Laura J. Serafin, by right of survi-
vorship.

Thereon being erected a two-story 
single dwelling with brick exterior/
vinyl siding, shingle roof and an 
attached two-car garage.

No. C-48-CV-2019-06461
BANK OF AMERICA, N.A.

vs.
BRUCE PAUL, HEIR OF MARLA 
PISKEL a/k/a MARLA L. PISKEL 
a/k/a MARLA BARONIO PISKEL, 
DECEASED, UNKNOWN HEIRS, 

SUCCESSORS, ASSIGNS AND ALL 
PERSONS, FIRMS OR 

ASSOCIATIONS CLAIMING RIGHT, 
TITLE OR INTEREST FROM OR 
UNDER MARLA PISKEL a/k/a 
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MARLA L. PISKEL a/k/a MARLA 
BARONIO PISKEL, DECEASED, 
MARIA BARONIO PISKEL a/k/a 
MARLA L. PISKEL a/k/a MARLA 
PISKEL, DECEASED, JONATHAN 
PISKEL, HEIR OF MARLA PISKEL 
a/k/a MARLA L. PISKEL a/k/a 

MARLA BARONIO 
PISKEL, DECEASED

Property Address:
3155 Lucas Drive, Bethlehem, PA 

18017-2769
UPI/Tax Parcel Number:
M7SW4/21/9/0204
All that certain tract or parcel of 

land, hereditaments and appurte-
nances, situate in the 14th Ward of 
Bethlehem City, Northampton 
County, Pennsylvania.

Title to said premises is vested in 
Marla Piskel, an individual, by deed 
from Shirley A. Gehman, a widow, 
said deed recorded 1/16/2004 in 
Deed Book 2004-1, Page 18691. 
Mortgagor Marla Piskel a/k/a Marla 
L. Piskel a/k/a Marla Baronio Piskel 
died on 9/11/2018 and upon infor-
mation and belief, her surviving heirs 
are Katie Katsch, Bruce Paul and 
Jonathan Piskel. By executed waiver, 
Katie Katsch waived her right to be 
named in the foreclosure action.

Thereon being erected a 3-story 
row home dwelling with brick exterior, 
shingle roof and an attached one-car 
garage.

No. C-48-CV-2019-07555
GSMPS MORTGAGE 

LOAN TRUST 2005-RP3 ET AL.
vs.

CHARLES T. SELLITTI, 
MICHELLE L. SELLITTI

Property Address:
1189 Arcadia Street, Bethlehem, 

PA 18018
UPI/Tax Parcel Number:
N6SE3B/21/2/0204

All that certain messuage or 
tenement and lot or piece of ground, 
hereditaments and appurtenances, 
situate in the 15th Ward of Bethlehem 
City, Northampton County, Pennsyl-
vania.

Being the same premises granted 
and conveyed unto Michelle L. Sellitti 
by deed from Charles T. Sellitti and 
Michelle L. Sellitti, h/w, said deed 
recorded 8/14/2015 in Deed Book 
2015-1, Page 156609.

Thereon being erected a two-story 
single dwelling with brick exterior and 
shingle roof.

No. C-48-CV-2019-07760
DITECH FINANCIAL LLC

vs.
ALBERT CLAVO

Property Address:
1540 Ciara Drive, Bethlehem, PA 

18017
UPI/Tax Parcel Number:
N6/22/1-81/0214
All that certain tract or parcel of 

land situate at the northwesterly 
corner of the intersection of Jackson-
ville Road and Macada Road in 
Hanover Township, Northampton 
County, Pennsylvania.

Title to said premises is vested in 
Albert Clavo, unmarried, by deed 
from NVR, Inc., A Virginia Corpora-
tion t/a Ryan Homes, said deed 
recorded 10/19/2005 in Deed Book 
2005-1, Page 413968.

Thereon being erected a two-story 
single dwelling with vinyl siding, 
shingle roof and an attached two-car 
garage.

No. C-48-CV-2019-07766
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.

vs.
LAURA E. COTTO,  

MIGUEL A. COTTO, SR.
Property Address:
1140 Vera Drive, Easton, PA 

18040-5823
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UPI/Tax Parcel Number:
K9/10/6-192/0311E
All that certain messuage, 

tenement and lot or parcel of land 
situate in Forks Township, Northamp-
ton County, Pennsylvania.

Title to said premises is vested in 
Miguel A. Cotto, Sr. and Laura E. 
Cotto by deed from Raymond E. 
Wilkins and Jeanette H. Wilkins, 
h/w, said deed recorded 9/2/2010 
in Deed Book 2010-1, Page 174458.

Thereon being erected a single 
story dwelling with brick exterior, 
shingle roof and an attached two-car 
garage.

No. C-48-CV-2019-08218
UNIVEST BANK AND TRUST CO.

vs.
SHANNON E. McNEILL

Property Address:
1116 3rd Street, North Catasau-

qua, PA 18032-2712
UPI/Tax Parcel Number:
M4SE4D/12/3/0923
All that certain messuage, 

tenement and lot or piece of ground 
situate in North Catasauqua Borough, 
Northampton County, Pennsylvania.

Title to said premises is vested in 
Shannon E. McNeill by deed from 
Daniel T. McNeill and Jeanne M. 
McNeill, said deed recorded 
11/3/2016 in Deed Book 2016-1, 
Page 239944.

Thereon being erected a two-story 
half-double dwelling with vinyl siding 
and shingle roof.

No. C-48-CV-2019-08408
PENNYMAC LOAN SERVICES, LLC

vs.
ALICEA JULIAN, AS HEIR OF 

ROBERT A. JULIAN, DECEASED, 
JESSICA JULIAN, AS HEIR OF 

ROBERT A. JULIAN, DECEASED, 
ROBERT A. JULIAN, DECEASED, 

UNKNOWN HEIRS, SUCCESSORS, 
ASSIGNS AND ALL PERSONS, 

FIRMS OR ASSOCIATIONS 
CLAIMING RIGHT, TITLE OR 
INTEREST FROM OR UNDER 

ROBERT A. JULIAN, DECEASED
Property Address:
59 Main Street, Easton, PA 18040-

6546
UPI/Tax Parcel Number:
J8/9/2B/0429
All that certain messuage or 

tenement and lot or piece of ground 
situate in Stockertown Borough, 
Northampton County, Pennsylvania.

Title to said premises is vested in 
Robert A. Julian by deed from Gloria 
A. Miller, said deed recorded 
7/25/2013 in Deed Book 2013-1, 
Page 195997. Robert A. Julian died 
on 10/28/2018 and upon informa-
tion and belief, his surviving heirs are 
Alicea Julian, Jeremy Julian and 
Jessica Julian. Jeremy Julian waived 
his interest in the property on 
6/25/2019.

Thereon being erected a ranch-
style single dwelling with aluminum 
siding/brick exterior, shingle roof and 
a detached one-car garage.

No. C-48-CV-2019-08566
U.S. BANK NATIONAL 

ASSOCIATION, AS INDENTURE 
TRUSTEE ET AL.

vs.
TAMMY RISTETER

Property Address:
2750 Stonewood Drive, Bethlehem, 

PA 18017
UPI/Tax Parcel Number:
N6NW1/5/2/0214
All that certain lot or parcel of 

ground situate on the east side of 
Stonewood Drive between Briarclift 
Drive and Whitewood Road in 
Hanover Township, Northampton 
County, Pennsylvania.

Being the same premises granted 
and conveyed unto Tammy C. Risteter 
by deed from Joseph M. Risteter and 
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Tammy C. Risteter, said deed recorded 
10/27/1995 in Deed Book 1995-1, 
Page 102134.

Thereon being erected a ranch-
style single dwelling with brick 
exterior, shingle roof and an attached 
one-car garage.

No. C-48-CV-2019-09164
NEWREZ LLC ET AL.

vs.
DONALD H. OLSON, ELIZABETH 

K. GRAEME-OLSON
Property Address:
2300 Wagon Wheel Drive, Easton, 

PA 18040
UPI/Tax Parcel Number:
K9/11/2-15A/0311
All that certain parcel of land 

situate in Forks Township, Northamp-
ton County, Pennsylvania.

Being the same premises granted 
and conveyed unto Donald H. Olson 
and Elizabeth K. Graeme-Olson, h/w, 
by deed from Albert F. Jinks and 
Patricia A. Jinks, h/w, said deed 
recorded on 9/2/1999 in Deed Book 
1999-1, Page 135723.

Thereon being erected a two-story 
single dwelling with aluminum 
siding/brick exterior, shingle roof and 
an attached two-car garage.

No. C-48-CV-2019-09207
NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE 

LLC ET AL.
vs.

WARREN E. TOYBERG, II
Property Address:
578 Batts Switch Road, Pen Argyl, 

PA 18072
UPI/Tax Parcel Number:
G8/11/13/0626
All that certain lot, piece or parcel 

of land situate in Plainfield Township, 
Northampton County, Pennsylvania.

Title to said premises is vested in 
Warren E. Toyberg, II by deed from 
James W. Knoble, said deed recorded 
7/13/2004 in Deed Book 2004-1, 
Page 269263.

Thereon being erected a two-story 
single dwelling with vinyl siding, 
shingle roof and an attached one-car 
garage.

A Schedule of Distribution will be 
filed by the Sheriff thirty days from 
the date of the sale and distribution 
will be made in accordance with the 
schedule unless exceptions are filed 
thereto within ten days from the date 
of filing the Schedule of Distribution.

RICHARD H. JOHNSTON 
Sheriff 

North amp ton County, 
Pennsylvania

DAVID J. CERAUL, ESQUIRE 
Solicitor to the Sheriff

Mar. 19, 26; Apr. 2
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF 
NORTHAMPTON COUNTY

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
CIVIL DIVISION—LAW

IN RE: ADMINISTRATIVE : No.: C-48-CV-2020-1884
 ORDER 2020-5 :
 PUBLIC ACCESS : 
 TO NIGHT-DUTY  :
 CASE RECORDS : 
 OF THE  :
 MAGISTERIAL  :
 DISTRICT COURTS :

OPINION OF THE COURT
Pursuant to the authority of the President Judge as 

executive and administrative head of the Court under 42 
Pa.C.S.A. § 325(e), in accordance with the President Judge’s 
obligation to ensure compliance with the Pennsylvania Rule 
of Criminal Procedure pursuant to Pa.R.Crim.P. 116, and 
in fulfillment of the mandate to provide public access to 
judicial proceedings and case records as set forth in the 
Pennsylvania Constitution and the Case Records Public 
Access Policy of the Unified Judicial System of Pennsylva-
nia, 204 Pa. Code § 213.81, we issue the within administra-
tive order to ensure prompt public access to night-duty case 
records of the Magisterial District Courts.

BACKGROUND
I. The President Judge’s Directive to Facilitate 

Prompt Public Access to Night-Duty Case 
Records of the Magisterial District Courts 

On October 28, 2019, at the direction of Northampton 
County President Judge Michael J. Koury, Jr., Northamp-
ton County Deputy Court Administrator Debra C. French 
notified the Magisterial District Judges in the Third Judicial 
District that President Judge Koury implemented a 
procedure to facilitate prompt public access to night-duty 
case records of the Magisterial District Courts during night-
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duty hours. See Memorandum of Debra C. French, 
Northampton County Deputy Court Administrator, to 
Magisterial District Judges and Staff dated Oct. 28, 2019 
(“French Memorandum”), attached hereto as Exhibit A. 
Deputy Court Administrator French requested that the 
Magisterial District Judges provide the Court with their 
cellular telephone numbers to facilitate implementation of 
the new procedure. See id. 

Please be advised Judge Koury would like the press to 
have access to night duty records during night duty 
hours. To this end, I have contracted with Keystone 
Answering Service. They will take the name of the 
press person requesting access, the records needed, 
the fax number and email address, and then text this 
information to you, so you may fax or email the 
specified records to the press member the next time 
you have a night duty matter to handle. In order for 
the answering service to contact you during night duty, 
I will need your cell phone number and your cell phone 
provider. 

Id. 
II. The Magisterial District Judges’ Defiance of  

 the President Judge’s Directive 
The Northampton County Magisterial District Judge 

Association informed President Judge Koury that the 
Magisterial District Judges would not comply with his 
directive. See Memorandum of Magisterial District Judge 
Alan R. Mege, President, Northampton County Magiste-
rial District Judge Association, to Debra C. French, 
Northampton County Deputy Court Administrator, dated 
Nov. 8, 2019, attached hereto as Exhibit B. 

After a review of The Case Records Public Access Policy 
of the Unified Judicial System of PA and relevant 
Rules, a discussion with the solicitor for our state 
association, as well as a discussion among the members 
of our association regarding same, we are respectfully 
declining to provide the information requested in your 
Internal Correspondence of October 28, 2019. 

Id. at 1. 
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Some of the Magisterial District Judges responded indi-
vidually to express their defiance of President Judge Koury 
and to emphasize their refusal to comply with his directive. 
See, e.g., Response of Magisterial District Judge Jackie 
Taschner to French Memorandum, attached hereto as 
Exhibit C (“With all due respect, I will not provide you with 
this information. I cannot imagine that the President Judge 
can require me to provide personal contact information to 
an unknown entity over which I have no control.”); Response 
of Magisterial District Judge Douglas Schlegel, Sr. to 
French Memorandum, attached hereto as Exhibit D (“1. My 
cell phone is a private number. 2. I don’t want to be bothered 
when on Night Duty (which is tough enough) by the press. 
3. The press can access during office hours.”). 

Magisterial District Judge Richard H. Yetter, III sarcasti-
cally responded as though President Judge Koury were a 
litigant requesting relief from a court. See Response of 
Magisterial District Judge Richard H. Yetter, III to French 
Memorandum, attached hereto as Exhibit E. Magisterial 
District Judge Yetter then purported to issue an order 
“denying” the President Judge’s requested relief. See id. 

Denied. I will not be woken up by the press during 
hours I can be sleeping. I was the MDJ Assoc. President 
when our association and myself (sic) worked dili-
gently with law enforcement, central booking, and then 
(sic) President Judge Baratta to firm up this night time 
(sic) schedule. You do not have my permission to share 
my cell phone number. 
Richard H. Yetter III 

Id. 
Based on the foregoing responses, it was evident that the 

Magisterial District Judge Association and at least some of 
the individual Magisterial District Judges had declared 
open rebellion against the authority of the President Judge. 
Accordingly, we have now promulgated a formal admini- 
strative order setting forth the new policy, with certain 
modifications, and we hereby advise the Magisterial District 
Judges that we expect full compliance with our order. Any 
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defiance of the order will result in an immediate referral to 
the Pennsylvania Judicial Conduct Board and/or the Penn-
sylvania Supreme Court.

DISCUSSION
I. The President Judge’s Obligation to Ensure 

Compliance with the Pennsylvania Rules of 
Criminal Procedure 

The President Judge of each Judicial District is required 
to ensure that the Judicial District is in compliance with the 
Pennsylvania Rules of Criminal Procedure. See Pa. R.Crim.P. 
116. “The President Judge shall be responsible for ensuring 
that the judicial district is in compliance with the Pennsyl-
vania Rules of Criminal Procedure, other rules, and 
statutes, applicable to the minor judiciary, courts, clerks of 
courts, and court administrators.” Id. The Comment to Rule 
116 states: “By this rule, the Supreme Court is imposing 
on the president judges the responsibility of supervising 
their respective judicial districts to ensure compliance with 
the statewide Rules of Criminal Procedure, other rules, and 
statutes.” Id., comment. 

II. The President Judge’s Obligation to Ensure  
 Sufficient Availability of Magisterial District  
 Judges to Provide the Services Required By  
 the Pennsylvania Rules of Criminal Procedure 

The President Judge of each Judicial District is required 
to “ensure sufficient availability of issuing authorities 
[Magisterial District Judges] in the District to provide the 
services required by the Pennsylvania Rules of Criminal 
Procedure.” Pa.R.Crim.P. 117(A). The President Judge has 
authority to promulgate local rules to provide for coverage 
both during and outside the normal business hours of the 
Magisterial District Courts. See Pa.R.Crim.P. 117(B). 
Pursuant to this authority, and to Pennsylvania Rule of 
Criminal Procedure 540(A), the Third Judicial District has 
promulgated administrative orders permitting Magisterial 
District Judges to conduct certain types of business from 
their residences, both during and outside normal business 
hours, through a Central Booking Center employing two- 
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way simultaneous audiovisual communication. See Admin-
istrative Order 2007-3 (C.P. Northampton Co. July 5, 2007); 
Administrative Order 2015-9 (Dec. 17, 2015). 

III. The President Judge’s Obligation to Ensure 
  Prompt Public Access to Arrest-Warrant   

 Information 
  A. The Pennsylvania Constitution 
Arrest-warrant records are public judicial records, and 

there is a presumption in favor of public access to them. See 
Commonwealth v. Fenstermaker, 530 A.2d 414, 420-21 (Pa. 
1987) (reversing Magisterial District Judge’s denial of 
newspaper’s request to inspect and copy affidavits of 
probable cause supporting arrest warrants and holding that 
the public’s interest in observing the functioning of the 
criminal justice system was a sufficient basis for the news-
paper’s request). “When arrests have been made pursuant 
to warrants, the supporting affidavits must be deemed open 
to public inspection until such times as District Attorneys 
or defense counsel have obtained court orders that the 
affidavits be sealed from public access.” Id. 

The importance of the public having an opportunity to 
observe the functioning of the criminal justice system 
has long been recognized in our courts. Criminal trials 
in the United States have, by historical tradition, and 
under the First Amendment, been deemed presump-
tively open to public scrutiny and this “...presumption 
of openness inheres in the very nature of the criminal 
trial under our system of justice.” Richmond Newspa-
pers, Inc. v. Virginia, [448 U.S. 555 (1980)]. ... Indeed, 
in this Common-wealth, the principle of openness is 
based not only upon common law tradition, and upon 
the First Amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States, but also on Article I, sections 9 and 11 of the 
Penn-sylvania Constitution. Article I, section 9 
provides, “In all criminal prosecutions the accused hath 
a right to ... a speedy public trial ... ,” and Article I, 
section 11 states, “All courts shall be open.” See 
Commonwealth v. Contakos, [453 A.2d 578, 580 (Pa. 



NORTHAMPTON COUNTY REPORTER Vol. 61 No. 14 4/3/2020

22

1982)]. ... In Contakos, considerations governing public 
observation of criminal justice proceedings were set 
forth as follows: 

The historical basis for public trials and the 
interests which are protected by provisions such 
as Pennsylvania’s open trial mandate have been 
well researched and discussed in two recent 
opinions of the United States Supreme Court, 
Gannett Co. v. DePasquale, [443 U.S. 368 (1979)] 
and Richmond Newspapers, Inc. v. Virginia, 
supra, and can be briefly summarized as follows: 
generally, to assure the public that justice is done 
even-handedly and fairly; to discourage perjury 
and the misconduct of participants; to prevent 
decisions based on secret bias or partiality; to 
prevent individuals from feeling that the law 
should be taken into the hands of private citizens; 
to satisfy the natural desire to see justice done; to 
provide for community catharsis; to promote 
public confidence in government and assurance 
that the system of judicial remedy does in fact 
work; to promote the stability of government by 
allowing access to its workings, thus assuring 
citizens that government and the courts are 
worthy of their continued loyalty and support; to 
promote an understanding of our system of 
government and courts. 
These considerations, which were applied by the 
United States Supreme Court in its analysis of 
the First and Sixth Amendments in Gannett and 
Richmond Newspapers apply equally to our 
analysis of Pennsylvania’s constitutional mandate 
that courts shall be open and that an accused shall 
have a right to a public trial. 

... [M]any of the same considerations command recog-
nition of a common law right of access to [arrest-
warrant affidavits]. Specifically, from a policy 
standpoint, public inspection of arrest warrant affida-
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vits would serve to discourage perjury in such affida-
vits, would enhance the performance of police and 
prosecutors by encouraging them to establish sufficient 
cause before an affidavit is filed, would act as a public 
check on discretion of issuing authorities thus discour-
aging erroneous decisions and decisions based on 
partiality, and would promote a public perception of 
fairness in the arrest warrant process. Indeed, the 
salutary effects of openness in this aspect of the 
criminal justice system are clear, and, as noted in 
Richmond Newspapers, Inc. v. Virginia, [448 U.S. at 
572], “People in an open society do not demand infal-
libility from their institutions, but it is difficult for 
them to accept what they are prohibited from 
observing.” 

Id. at 417-18; accord Commonwealth v. Upshur, 924 A.2d 
642, 647 (Pa. 2007) (plurality) (holding that the presump-
tion of openness extends to pretrial proceedings, including 
preliminary hearings; “[T]his Court has recognized a 
presumption of openness stemming from Article I, Sections 
9 and 11 of our State Constitution, which provide that an 
accused has the right to a ‘speedy, public trial’ and that ‘all 
courts shall be open.” ’) (quoting Fenstermaker, 530 A.2d at 
417)); Commonwealth v. Long, 922 A.2d 892, 898 (Pa. 2007) 
(holding that the public has a qualified right of access to 
jurors’ names; “Documents that are filed with the court and, 
in particular, those that are used by the judge in rendering 
a decision are clearly considered public judicial documents.”); 
Commonwealth v. Curley, 189 A.3d 467, 473 (Pa. Super. 
2018) (holding that claims of attorney-client privilege were 
insufficient to overcome newspaper’s motion to unseal case 
records where information had already been disclosed;  
“ ‘[T]here is a presumption—however gauged—in favor of 
public access to judicial records.’ ”) (quoting Long, 922 A.2d 
at 898). 

B. The Pennsylvania Rules of Criminal Procedure 
Pennsylvania Rule of Criminal Procedure 117 requires 

the President Judge to ensure “continuous coverage for the 
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issuance of search warrants pursuant to Rule 203 and arrest 
warrants pursuant to Rule 513.” Pa.R.Crim.P. 117(A)(1). 
Pennsylvania Rule of Criminal Procedure 513, in turn, 
requires a court to provide prompt public access to “arrest 
warrant information,” defined as “the criminal complaint 
in cases in which an arrest warrant is issued, the arrest 
warrant, any affidavit(s) of probable cause, and documents 
or information related to the case.” Pa.Crim.P. 513(A). 

Rule 513 provides that, upon a finding of good cause 
shown, a Magisterial District Judge may order that the 
availability of arrest warrant information for inspection 
and dissemination be delayed for a period of 72 hours or 
until receipt of notice that the warrant has been executed, 
whichever comes first. See Pa.R.Crim.P. 513(C)(1). The 
Comment to the Rule states: 

The request for delay in inspection and dissemination 
is intended to provide a very limited delay in public 
access to arrest warrant information in those cases in 
which there is concern that pre-execution disclosure 
of the existence of the arrest warrant will endanger 
those serving the warrant or will impel the subject of 
the warrant to flee. ... Once the issuing authority 
receives notice that the arrest warrant is executed, or 
when 72 hours have elapsed from the issuance of the 
warrant and the warrant has not been executed, 
whichever occurs first, the information must be 
available for inspection or dissemination unless the 
information is sealed pursuant to Pa. R. Crim. P. 513.1. 

Comment, Pa.R.Crim.P. 513. 
Rule 513.1 provides that arrest warrant information may 

be sealed only by a court of common pleas or a judge or 
justice of an appellate court and only after a hearing upon 
good cause shown. See Pa.R.Crim.P. 513.1 (codifying 
common law); see also Commonwealth v. Fenstermaker, 530 
A.2d 414, 420-21 (Pa. 1987). 

When arrests have been made pursuant to warrants, 
the supporting affidavits must be deemed open to 
public inspection until such times as District Attorneys 
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or defense counsel have obtained court orders that the 
affidavits be sealed from public access. This places 
upon those wishing to seal affidavits a burden of 
moving swiftly to obtain the necessary court orders, 
but it is a burden that is necessary in order to accord 
due recognition to the common law right of the public 
to secure access to such documents. The decision of the 
trial court shall be appealable and shall be rendered 
following a hearing, and the record shall contain an 
articulation of the factors taken into consideration in 
reaching a determination as to sealing of the affidavits. 

Fenstermaker, 530 A.2d at 420-21. 
C. The Case Records Public Access Policy of the 

Unified Judicial System of Pennsylvania 
The Comment to Pennsylvania Rule of Criminal Pro- 

cedure 513 notes that inspection and dissemination of arrest 
warrant information is subject to restrictions on disclosure 
of confidential information provided by applicable law and 
rules, including the Case Records Public Access Policy of 
the Unified Judicial System of Pennsylvania (“Case Records 
Public Access Policy”). See Comment, Pa.R.Crim.P. 513. As 
its name implies, the Case Records Public Access Policy 
“shall govern access by the public to case records.” 204 Pa. 
Code § 213.81, sec. 2(A). 

The Case Records Public Access Policy provides: “All case 
records shall be open to the public in accordance with this 
policy.” 204 Pa. Code § 213.81, sec. 3. 

“Case records” are defined as follows: 
“Case Records” are (1) documents for any case filed 
with, accepted and maintained by a court or custodian; 
(2) dockets, indices, and documents (such as orders, 
opinions, judgments, decrees) for any case created and 
maintained by a court or custodian. This term does not 
include notes, memoranda, correspondence, drafts, 
worksheets, and work product of judges and court 
personnel. Unless otherwise provided in this policy, 
this definition applies equally to case records main-
tained in paper and electronic formats. 

204 Pa. Code § 213.81, sec. 1(B). 
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Documents filed with, accepted and maintained by a 
“court” includes documents filed with, accepted and main-
tained by a Magisterial District Court. See 204 Pa. Code § 
213.81, sec. 1(D) (“Court” includes the Supreme Court, 
Superior Court, Commonwealth Court, Courts of Common 
Pleas, Philadelphia Municipal Court, and Magisterial 
District Courts.”). “Custodian” is defined as “any person 
responsible for maintaining case records or for processing 
public requests for access to case records.” 204 Pa. Code § 
213.81, sec. 1(G). The “public,” with certain specified excep-
tions, is “any person, member of the media, business, non-
profit entity, organization or association.” Pa. Code § 213.81, 
sec. 1(N). The news media have the same rights of access 
to case records as the general public. See Fenstermaker, 530 
A.2d at 416 n.1 (“Access rights of the news media, and of 
the general public, are identical in scope.”). 

The procedure for obtaining access to case records is as 
follows: “When desiring to inspect or copy case records, a 
member of the public shall make an oral request to the 
applicable custodian, unless otherwise provided by a local 
rule or an order issued by a court of record.” 204 Pa. Code  
§ 213.81, sec. 4(A). A local rule or order issued by a “court 
of record” includes a local rule or order issued by a Courts 
of Common Pleas but does not include a local rule or order 
issued by a Magisterial District Court. See 204 Pa. Code 
§ 213.81, sec. 1(E) (“Court of Record” includes the Supreme 
Court, Superior Court, Commonwealth Court, Courts of 
Common Pleas, and Philadelphia Municipal Court.”). 

The requirements for responding to a request are: 

Section 5.0. Responding to Requests for Access 
to Case Records. 

A. A custodian shall fulfill a request for access to case 
records as promptly as possible under the circum-
stances existing at the time of the request. 
B. If a custodian cannot fulfill the request promptly or 
at all, the custodian shall inform the requestor of the 
specific reason(s) why access to the information is being 
delayed or denied. 
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C. If a custodian denies a written request for access, 
the denial shall be in writing. 
D. Except as provided in Subsection E, relief from a 
custodian’s written denial may be sought by filing a 
motion or application with the court for which the 
custodian maintains the records. 
E. Relief from a magisterial district court may be 
sought by filing an appeal with the president judge of 
the judicial district or the president judge’s designee. 
Relief from a written denial by the Philadelphia 
Municipal Court may be sought by filing a motion with 
the president judge of Philadelphia Municipal Court 
or the president judge’s designee. 

204 Pa. Code § 213.81, sec. 5. 
The custodian is required to respond to a request for 

access to case records “as quickly as possible under the 
circumstances existing at the time of the request.” 204 Pa. 
Code § 213.81, sec. 5(A). The Commentary to section four 
states: “Public access requests to the courts and custodians 
are routinely straightforward and often involve a limited 
number of records. Therefore, artificial administrative 
barriers should not be erected so as to inhibit making these 
requests in an efficient manner.” Commentary, 204 Pa. 
Code § 213.81, sec. 4. The Commentary to section five states:

Given that most public access requests for case records 
are straightforward and usually involve a particular 
case or matter, custodians should process the same in 
an expeditious fashion. 
There are a number of factors that can affect how 
quickly a custodian may respond to a request. For 
example, the custodian’s response may be slowed if the 
request is vague, involves retrieval of a large number 
of case records, or involves information that is stored 
off-site. Ultimately, the goal is to respond timely to 
requests for case records. 
In those unusual instances in which access to the case 
records cannot be granted in an expeditious fashion, 
the custodian shall inform the requestor of the specific 
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reason(s) why access to the information is being delayed 
or denied, which may include: 
• the request involves such voluminous amounts of 

information that the custodian is unable to fulfill 
the same without substantially impeding the 
orderly conduct of the court or custodian’s office; 

• records in closed cases are located at an off-site 
facility; 

• a particular file is in use by a judge or court staff. 
If a judge or court staff needs the file for an extended 
period of time, special procedures should be consid-
ered, such as making a duplicate file that is always 
available for public inspection; 

• the requestor failed to pay the appropriate fees, as 
established pursuant to Page 7 of 21, Section 6.0 of 
this policy, associated with the request; 

• the requested information is restricted from access 
pursuant to applicable authority, or any combina-
tion of factors listed above. 

Commentary, 204 Pa. Code § 213.81, sec. 5.1 

III. The President Judge’s Authority to    
 Promulgate Administrative Orders    
 Facilitating Prompt Public Access to Case   
 Records 

Section four of the Case Records Public Access Policy 
provides that “courts of record” shall be permitted to promul-
gate administrative orders governing requests by the public 
for access to case records. See 204 Pa. Code § 213.81, sec. 
4(A) (“When desiring to inspect or copy case records, a 
member of the public shall make an oral request to the 
applicable custodian, unless otherwise provided by a local 
rule or an order issued by a court of record.”) (emphasis 
added). As noted above, “court of record” may refer to a 
______

1 The Case Records Public Access Policy sets forth a detailed schedule of partic-
ular types of records and information that are subject to limitations on public access 
and the legal authorities governing such limitations. See 204 Pa. Code § 213.81, 
Schedule. 
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Court of Common Pleas but not to a Magisterial District 
Court. See 204 Pa. Code § 213.81, sec. 1(E) (“Court of Record” 
includes the Supreme Court, Superior Court, Common-
wealth Court, Courts of Common Pleas, and Philadelphia 
Municipal Court.”). The President Judge is the executive 
and administrative head of the Court of Common Pleas and 
has authority to promulgate local rules for both the Court 
of Common Pleas and the Magisterial District Courts. See 
42 Pa.C.S.A. § 325(e); Pa.R.J.A. 605(A). As noted in section 
five of the Case Records Public Access Policy, a Magiste-
rial District Judge’s denial of a request for case records may 
be appealed to the President Judge of the judicial district. 
See 204 Pa. Code § 213.81, sec. 5(E) (“Relief from a magis-
terial district court may be sought by filing an appeal with 
the president judge of the judicial district or the president 
judge’s designee.”). 

The foregoing authorities make clear that (1) we have 
the power to promulgate an administrative order facilitat-
ing prompt public access to night-duty case records of the 
Magisterial District Courts during night-duty hours; and 
(2) the Magisterial District Judges in the Third Judicial 
District are required to comply with our order. 

IV. The President Judge’s Authority
  Over Magisterial District Judges 
The President Judge of a Court of Common Pleas is the 

executive and administrative head of the Court. See 42 
Pa.C.S.A. § 325(e). 

Powers of president judge.—Except as otherwise 
provided or prescribed by this title, by general rule or 
by order of the governing authority, the president judge 
of a court shall: 

(1) Be the executive and administrative head of 
the court, supervise the judicial business of the 
court, promulgate all administrative rules and 
regulations, make all judicial assignments, and 
assign and reassign among the personnel of the 
court available chambers and other physical 
facilities. 
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(2) Exercise the powers of the court under section 
2301(a)(2) (relating to appointment of personnel). 

Id. 
The President Judge’s role as executive and administra-

tive head of the Court includes supervision of the Magiste-
rial District Judges in that judicial district. See Pa.R.J.A. 
605(A) (“The president judge of the court of common pleas 
of a judicial district shall exercise general supervision and 
administrative authority over magisterial district courts 
within the judicial district.”). If a President Judge receives 
a complaint about the conduct of a Magisterial District 
Judge, the President Judge has authority to inform the 
appropriate disciplinary authority. See Pa.R.J.A. 605(B)(7) 
(“When a complaint is received with respect to the conduct 
of a magisterial district judge, the president judge may ... 
take any action the president judge deems appropriate to 
assure the efficient administration of justice including, 
where warranted, informing the appropriate disciplinary 
authority.”). 

Willful refusal by a Judge or Magisterial District Judge 
to comply with an administrative order issued by the 
President Judge of the Court constitutes defiance of 
authority and may result in imposition of sanctions by either 
the Judicial Conduct Board or the Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court. See, e.g., In re Avellino, 690 A.2d 1138, 1144 (Pa. 
1997) (“Avellino I”). In Avellino I, a Judge of a Court of 
Common Pleas willfully refused to accept his assignment 
to preside over criminal trials in that Court’s “felony-
waiver program” by the Administrative Judge of the Trial 
Division of that court. See id. at 1139. In response, the 
President Judge of that Court filed a petition against the 
disobedient Judge in the Pennsylvania Supreme Court. See 
id. The Pennsylvania Supreme Court held that the Judge’s 
refusal to accept his assignment from the Administrative 
Judge was an “unjustified defiance of legitimate authority” 
and ordered the disobedient Judge to appear for a hearing 
“at which time the Court will consider whether sanctions, 
e.g., no further action by the Court, private or public 
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reprimand, suspension with or without pay, or removal from 
office, should be imposed upon the [Judge].” Id. at 1144. 
The Pennsylvania Supreme Court stated, “The suggestion 
that each judge may in the first instance determine unilat-
erally the appropriateness of complying with an administra-
tive order invites chaos and is simply untenable.” Id. at 
1144 n.7. At the subsequent hearing, the Pennsylvania 
Supreme Court issued an order suspending the Judge 
without pay for three months and requiring him to submit 
weekly performance reports for six months thereafter. See 
In re Avellino, 690 A.2d 1144, 1146 (Pa. 1997) (“Avellino 
II”); see also In re McFalls, 795 A.2d 367, (Pa. 2002) (suspen-
sion without pay for thirty days was appropriate sanction 
for Common Pleas Court Judge who refused to obey directive 
from the President Judge to attend a meeting to discuss the 
Judge’s resumption of duties following administrative 
suspension). 

In Avellino I, the Pennsylvania Supreme Court noted 
that it could impose sanctions on the Common Pleas Court 
Judge pursuant to the Supreme Court’s general supervi-
sory powers. See 690 A.2d at 1143. “We have ... established 
that the assignment of [the disobedient Common Pleas 
Court Judge] to the felony-waiver program was made under 
the administrative authority of this Court delegated to the 
[Administrative Judge of the Trial Division of the Court of 
Common Pleas] and therefore review of that assignment 
for any reason is properly within the supervisory power of 
this Court.” Id. However, the Supreme Court made clear 
that the President Judge’s complaint against the Common 
Pleas Court Judge also could have been addressed by the 
Judicial Conduct Board and the Court of Judicial Discipline 
established by Article V, Section 18 of the Pennsylvania 
Constitution. See id. “Conversely, of course, action by this 
Court pursuant to our supervisory power in no way affects 
the independent authority of the Judicial Conduct Board 
to investigate the same conduct for purposes of disciplinary 
action pursuant to Article V, Section 18.” Id. n.6. Based on 
the foregoing authorities, willful refusal by a Magisterial 
District Judge to comply with our administrative order 
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governing public access to night-duty records may result in 
imposition of sanctions against the Magisterial District 
Judge by either the Judicial Conduct Board or the Penn- 
sylvania Supreme Court. 

CONCLUSION 
The President Judge is required to ensure that the Magis-

terial District Judges comply with the Pennsylvania Rules 
of Criminal Procedure. See Pa.R.Crim.P. 116. Pennsylvania 
Rule of Criminal Procedure 517 requires the President 
Judge to ensure continuous coverage for issuance of arrest 
warrants pursuant to Pa.R.Crim.P. 513. See Pa.R.Crim.P. 
117. Pennsylvania Rule of Criminal Procedure 513, in turn, 
requires the President Judge to ensure prompt public access 
to arrest warrant information. See Pa.R.Crim.P. 513(A). 
Accordingly, the President Judge is required to promulgate 
rules and procedures requiring the Magisterial District 
Judges in the judicial district to provide continuous coverage 
for issuance of arrest warrants and prompt public access to 
arrest warrant information. See Pa.R.Crim.P. 116, 117, 
513(A). To implement these rules, we have issued a directive 
to the Magisterial District Judges in the Third Judicial 
District to provide prompt access to night-duty judicial 
records during night-duty hours. The Magisterial District 
Judges are required to follow our duly promulgated admin-
istrative orders. See Pa.R.J.A. 605(A). A Magisterial District 
Judge who willfully refuses to follow our orders can be 
disciplined by referral to the Judicial Conduct Board or the 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court. See In re Avellino, 690 A.2d 
1138, 1144 (Pa. 1997) (“Avellino I”). Accordingly, we hereby 
promulgate the within administrative order requiring the 
Magisterial District Judges in the Third Judicial District 
to provide prompt access to night-duty judicial records 
during night-duty hours. 

WHEREFORE, we issue the following: 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER 

AND NOW, this 3rd day of March, 2020, pursuant to 
Pennsylvania Rule of Judicial Administration 605(A), the 
Court hereby incorporates the Court’s Administrative Order 
2007-3 of July 5, 2007, as amended by the Court’s Admin-



NORTHAMPTON COUNTY REPORTER Vol. 61 No. 14 4/3/2020

33

istrative Order 2015-9 of December 17, 2015, and further 
amends it as follows: 

10(C) Magisterial District Judges will be provided with 
a cellular telephone, the number of which is 
484-656-1638.While on night-duty, the Magiste-
rial District Judge shall exclusively use this 
cellular telephone for all calls related to night-
duty, including for the purpose of responding to 
public requests for night-duty case records. The 
first Magisterial District Judge who has night-
duty following the date of this order shall obtain 
the cellular telephone from Northampton County 
Deputy Court Administrator Debra C. French at 
the Office of Court Administration, 669 Washing-
ton Street in Easton, Pennsylvania. Thereafter, 
each Magisterial District Judge who has night-
duty shall be responsible for obtaining the cellular 
telephone from the Magisterial District Judge who 
previously had night-duty. In the event that the 
Magisterial District Judge in possession of the 
cellular telephone is unavailable due to illness, 
emergency, or a similar reason, the Magisterial 
District Judge seeking to obtain the cellular 
telephone shall contact Deputy Court Admin- 
istrator French to make arrangements to obtain 
the cellular telephone. During night -duty hours, 
any member of the public shall be permitted to 
request night-duty case records by calling the 
cellular telephone of the Magisterial District 
Judge on duty at 484-656-1638 and providing his 
or her name, email address, fax number, and the 
records requested. Subject to any restrictions on 
disclosure of confidential information provided by 
applicable law and rules, including the Case 
Records Public Access Policy of the Unified 
Judicial System of Pennsylvania, 204 Pa. Code  
§ 213.81, the Magisterial District Judge on night-
duty shall immediately fax or email the requested 
night-duty case records to the fax number or email 
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address provided without any undue delay under 
the circumstances existing at the time of the 
request and, in all instances, must be provided 
within three hours of the request. 

It is further ORDERED that the Sheriff shall person-
ally serve each Northampton County Magisterial District 
Judge with a copy of this Order. The costs of service shall 
be paid by Court Administration. This Order 2 shall be 
effective on March 3, 2020. 

BY THE COURT: 

/s/Michael J. Koury, Jr.         
MICHAEL J. KOURY, JR.
PRESIDENT JUDGE

———
2 This Order is neither used to “govern judicial administration” nor used to 

“govern practice and procedure.” See Pa.R.J.A. 103(c)(1) and 103(d)(1). Rather, this 
Order is issued pursuant to Pennsylvania Rule of Judicial Administration 605(A). 
(“The president judge of the court of common pleas of a judicial district shall exercise 
general supervision and administrative authority over magisterial district courts 
within the judicial district.”). See Pa.R.J.A. 605(A).
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EXHIBIT A
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EXHIBIT B
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EXHIBIT C



NORTHAMPTON COUNTY REPORTER Vol. 61 No. 14 4/3/2020

38

EXHIBIT D
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EXHIBIT E
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