In Re: MEMORIAL SERVICES FOR:
HONORABLE CARLETON T. WOODRING
FRANCIS JOHNS GAFFORD
"HARRINGTON ADAMS
WILLIAM C. FULMER, JR.
RICHARD J. GASDASKA
GEORGE M. BERG
GEORGE C.LAUB

. Memorial Services held in Courtroom No. 1 in the Northampton County
Government Center, Easton, Pennsylvania on October 3, 1993.

HONORABLE ROBERT A. FREEDBERG, PRESIDENT JUDGE
HONORABLE JAMES C. HOGAN :
HONORABLE WILLIAM F. MORAN

HONORABLE E P. KIMBERLY McFADDEN

HONORABLE ROBERT E. SIMPSON, JR.

HONORABLE JACK A. PANELLA

JUDGE FREEDBERG: This morning we convenc for the Annual Memo-
rial Service. The Court recognizes Philip M. Hof, President of the Northampton
County Bar Association. Mr. Hof. 4 .

MR. HOF: Thank you, Your Honor. May it please the Court, members of
the Bar of Northampton County, family and friends of our deceased members.
This morning is a time t0 remember. This is a time for family, friends and
colleagues to gather and to put aside for a moment the pressing demands of the
day, and to recognize that we are travelers through time. Those who have already
come and gone have left contributions and deeds that will forever shape and
form our lives. :

Ttis fitting and appropriate that Bench and Bar be afforded the opportunity
to eulogize their colleagues who have passed away. By no means are such
eulogies mandatory or even customary in most trades or occupations. But law
is different. However it may be portrayed in the movies o television, it is still
an institution of trust. To lawyers, to judges, words such as freedom, rights, and
justice still have meaning. Such terms still summon the lawyer into action. For
. the practitioner, for the jurist; the law is not merely a job or profession, but it’s
. partof that individual’s fabric. As the law makes up the fabric of the individual,
so the lawyers who have come before us and are now gone together comprise



the cloth that is the history and heritage of the Northampton County Bar. It is a
cloth rich in color, resilient from its diversity and one with patterns that vary as
the practice and profession changed over the scores of years in this Common-
wealth. Each of our colleagues who will be eulogized here today has become
another thread in that history and heritage, We, the living, are the stewards of
that precious fabric.

This mormng is a time to remember, and perhaps the finest mernonal that
we can give is one by way of commitment—a commitment never subordinates
our heritage, our ethics, our honor to the momentary needs of-a passing of day.
As the demands and pace of our work grows, so should our resolve also quicken,
aresolve to treat each other with civility, to recognize the client with loyalty and
trust and fo recognize that each of us is an ambassador-to the entire legal
community.

As we hear the eulogies of our colleagues today, let us recognlze that our
deeds, our words, and our reputations are the offerings that we give in memory
.of them. We are the threads of the cloth of tomorrow. The quality of that cloth
‘will be measured by the quality of its thread. The quality of the thread will be
measured by the quality of our lives. We must keep the thread strong; we owe
at least that to our heritage and to those who have come and gone before us and
are eulogized here today. Thank you.

JUDGE FREEDBERG: Thank you, Mr. Hof.



JUDGE FREEDBERG: Eulogy for William C. Fulmer, Jt., will be pre-
sented by Robertson B. Taylor, Esquire.

MR. TAYLOR: May it please the Court, it is my privilege today to eulogize
my friend William C. Fulmer, Jr. a

Bill Fulmer was born to Eloise Ammerman-Fulmer and William C.
Fulmer, Sr. on March 9, 1938 in Bethlehem. His father was a respected lawyer
from Bethlehem, and William, therefore, grew up in the traditions of the
Northampton County Bar.

He graduated from Hill School in 1956, Dickinson College in 1960, and
from Dickinson School of Law in 1963. He was admitted to practice the same
year. Although William had a high regard for his preparation for life at Hill
School, I hasten to add it was as an undergraduate of Dickinson College that he
met Margaret Kistler who was to become his wife, friend and companion for the
rest of his life and the mother to their two children, Connie and Christine.

I speak of William today as a lawyer, although he certainly had great
+ impact upon his family and his friends, Id like to remember William and my
relationship with him not only as my friend, but as a lawyer of this Bar.

Lfirst came to know William in 1965 when we shared office space at the
Bethlehem fitm of Taylor and Kolb. T had to get the names in the appropriate
order. William was there in somewhat the same status as was I, 'm not quite
sure what that was, perhaps associates or probably the sufferance of Robert S.
Taylor, Jr., who was the patriarch at that time. .

In any event, William, who had been at the Bar two years at that point,
longer than I, showed me the ropes. William, for instance, showed me the short
cut from Bethlehem to the Baston Courthouse. William was wise in the ways of
the Northampton County Bar and the protocol of our then smaller Bar.

William was indeed a lawyer from the old school of the Northampton
County Bar and that’s the way he practiced law. He was a Northanipton County
lawyer first and last. He was generous and considerate, but adversarial to a fault.
He was too independent to long remain with Taylor and Kolb and soon began a
solo practice in the same office that his father had last practiced in on Market
Street in the City of Bethlehem.

He practiced law from that office until his death on April 26, 1993.Thave
never heard any lawyer accuse William Fulmer or suggest that William Fulmer
was incompetent or conducted himself in an unprofessional way. He well and
carefully represented his clients. He was a man to be trusted as an individual and
certainly as a lawyer. Five minutes is, of course, too short a time to eulogize
William Fulmer, but with a short description, I can tell you that he was bright,
he liked to laugh, he had a quick wit, he carried himself with a certain dignity
and pride. He was a private person. He was a husband, and a father, a friend,
and a lawyer in the finest traditions of the Northampton County Bar, and he left
us all very much too soon. Thank you.

JUDGE FREEDBERG: Thank you, Mr. Taylor.



JUDGE FREEDBERG: The response of the Court will be offered by
Judge Moran and that will be followed with a response by Judge Simpson, Judge
Moran.

JUDGE MORAN: In the autumn of each year, our Bench and this Bar
gather here for the purpose of paying homage to those members of the North-
ampton County Bar who have died during the preceding 12 months. Today, we
say an official farewell to seven of our deceased colleagues.

This Court joins with the members of the Bar to offer its condolences to
the friends and families of these distinguished members of our Bar. We join
together with them today to memorialize their passing and to briefly recognize
their many professional and community achievements. 4

Each of those we honor today was a unique individual. Each brought
unique talents to the service of this Court, to their community, and most
importantly, to their clients.

During the month of September, 1992, we lost three of our most senior
members within the span of three days, ,

Judge Carleton Woodnng was both a member of thls Bar and of this
* Bench. Judge Woodring’s passing will be specially recognized later in these
proceedings in remarks by Judge Simpson. .

Three days after Judge Woodring’s passing, the Bar lost what I believe to
be our most senior member, Harrington Adams of Bethiehem., Mr. Adams died
at 98 years of age. As has been noted, the death of Harrington Adams brings to
a close a very special era for our Bar, He was, I believe, the last of our colleagues
- to come to the Bar through training as a clerk in a law office rather than through
the more modern, perhaps more formal training, at law school. He is also, I
believe, the last member of this Bar to be born in the 19th century. He practiced
in Bethlehem with distinction for more than 60 years.

Francis Gafford, also a senior member of our Bar, died in September, 1992.
He began his career here in Easton in private practice. However, as Judge Grifo
bas noted, he spent the bulk of his career in public service, serving with
distinction as counsel to a number of agencies-and departments, both the Federal
Government and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Despite his physical
absence from Northampton County, he remained a loyal member of this Bar.



In the spring of last year, this Bar suffered the loss of two relatively young
members; William Fulmer and Richard Gasdaska,

Bill Fulmer, a graduate of both Dickinson College and Dickinson Law
School, was admitted to practice in 1963. For 30 years, he practiced in the city
of Bethlehem with distinction, Like his father before him, he specialized in the
field of domestic relations and real estate law. :

Dick Gasdaska died in June of this year at age 64. He practiced principally
real estate law. From 1959 to 1985, he served this Court as a member of its Board
of View. He also served with distinction as an Assistant District Attorney in the
1960°s.

George Berg of Northampton died in July, at age 82 having served as a
‘member of this Bar for more than 50 years. He, like Bill Fulmer and Dick
Gasdaska, practiced not so much in the Courtroom, but in their office, offering
to his clients essential advice and counsel in their everyday affairs.

In the latter part of the summer, the Bar lost one of its most distinguished
members, George Laub, also a member of this Bar for over 50 years. George
Laub served his community, his clients, and especially his alma mater, Lafayette
College, with great distinction. His courtly manner, his quick and decisive mind

“will be greatly missed.

Finally, we note with sadness the passing of a young member of our Bar,
Cregg Mayrosh, who died just last week. Cregg’s passing will be officially
recognized at our next memorial service,

As the recollections of each of our seven eulogists have made clear, each
of our seven departed colleagues was unique. The contributions of each to this
Court and to this community were likewise unique.

But while they were unique, each of these seven men had something in
common. Each was a professional. Each brought to the legal profession a
recognition of the special responsibility that members of the Bar share in the

~ administration of justice. Each recognized that the legal profession, which is
now so often maligned, plays a vital role in the preservation and in the
enhancement of our social order. Each of our departed colleagues recognized
that role by his words and his deeds, throughout his career. Whether they serve
their clients as advisors in an office or as advocates here in a Courtroom, each
performed that role competently and honestly. Each recognized that the practice
of law is not simply a business. It is a profession with the unique responsibility
to our society. '

Today, this Court says farewell to seven members of the Bar who brought
distinction to themselves, to their families, to this Court, and to their profession.

hokk

JUDGE SIMPSON: “On July 30, 1963, Darrel L. Cummings, 16 and a
half years of age and in excellent health, dived into the swimming pool owned,
operated and maintained by the Borough of Nazareth. He failed to surface. A
swimming companion started in search and found Darrel lying face downward
on the floor of the pool. He helped him to a ladder where a lifeguard lifted him



to the pavement. Darrel was seriously injured. He suffered a subluxation of 4th
and 5th vertebrae and a fracture of the 6th which left him a permanent cripple,
paralyzed from the chest down, to be imprisoned in a wheel chair for the rest of
his life.”” 233 A. 2nd 874, 876. With this florid prose, Mr. Justice Musmanno
began the first opinion of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania in arguably the
most famous piece of civil litigation in this jurisdiction, and one of the most
significant pieces of civil litigation anywhere.

Representing the injured boy at trial were Gus Milides and Herb Toff.
They were later joined by Norman Seidel. Representing the defendants were E.
Jerome Brose and John Hambrook. Presiding was the Honorable Carleton T.
Woodring, at that time the primary civil trial judge in Northampton County, who
was referenced in Supreme Court opinion as “a highly esteemed jurist with more
than 20 years on the bench.” 242 A. 2nd 460, 465.

By what path did Carleton Woodring, once an aspiring forester, come to
the vortex of Pennsylvania jurisprudence?

He was 21 when he graduated from Penn State in 1923 with a degree in
forestry. Soon thereafter, he was employed by the Crossett Lumber Company in
Crossett, Arkansas. But after three years, considerations of health persuaded him
to return to his hometown of Easton. Here, he worked briefly at his father’s hat
store before attending the University of Pennsylvania School of Law.

As afootnote at this point, Imight add it was during this time that he began
a long relationship with the Bach choir of Bethlehem, He sang in the choir, and
in doing so, met Margaret Bixler with whom he began a long tenancy by the
entireties on December 28, 1932,

_ Later in life, he was elected to the Board of Managers of the Choir, and
he served as its president. However, he never assumed higher authority in his
marital tenancy.

In 1930, at age 27, he earned his law degree. Shortly thereafter, a fortuitous
encounter changed Carleton Woodring’s professional life. He later described the
episode in these words:

“On my return to Easton after graduation from the Law School of the
University of Pennsylvania, I had no plans, no intentions. I think I was not
registered in any law office, and all T had was a diploma and some bad teeth, and
I went to the Drake Building to see a dentist. On the way down from that office,
the elevator stopped at the second floor, and on the door I saw the name of Francis
E. Walter, Attorney-at-Law. I had grown up in the same block with Mr. Walter
where we knew him as Tad, but I hadn’t seen him for many years. I had been-
away at school, college, and then some other work for four years, and then law
school for three years, so I hadn’t seen Mr. Walter for a long time. But when I
sawthe name, I thought,I think 'l go in and say hello to Mr. Walter.” I had
nothing else to do, It was depression days, nobody had much to do.

I went in and a secretary announced me. Mr. Walter was the county
solicitor. He was working on some very unusual law pertaining to the building



of county roads. The County of Northampton had built some concrete roads,
which was an innovation in those days, and in the law, it was rather unique for
counties themselves to build the roads.

He was looking up the law of land damages concerning these roads and
he came out, when I was announced, and he shook hands with me and he said,
come in and sit down. I've got some problems here.”

Carleton Woodring’s association with Tad Walter, who enj oyed consider-
able political influence, was beneficial to him. In 1940, after ten years of the
association, he ran for and was elected to the Pennsylvania House of Repre-
sentatives. Two years later, at age 40, he was elected to the Pennsylvania State
Senate, and he was re-elected to that office in 1946.

He was a 45-year old State Senator when he decided to run for judge. In
those days, jurists were often among the most senior members of the Bar, so
much of his campaign was dedicated to convincing voters has age was “just
right.”

In the primary of 1947, he defeated a former president judge for the
Democratic nomination, and in the general election, he defeated the incumbent
president judge. His youth and his successes have been an inspiration to
associate judges in Northampton County ever since.

He joined Judges Barthold and Frack on the Court of Common Pleas for
the Third Judicial District in early 1948. Perhaps the trial bar’s initial reaction
to Judge Woodring was one of caution. But he soon won the respect of trial
lawyers as a jurist who would not interfere with their trying the case to the jury.

In addition, his sense of humor and love of people was evident in the
proceedings over which he presided. However, he was not reluctant to use his
authority to end litigation or override a verdict which did pot meet legal
standards. ‘

From the mid 1950’s to the mid 1960’s, Judge Woodring, together with
Judge Barthold and Judge Frack, and later Judge Palmer, kept the watch during
a time of upheaval in the Courts unlike anything 1 have ever experienced. Ona
superficial level, the Courthouse was totally renovated. Although a cosmetic
change, the renovation symbolized the more significant changes occurring in
the Courtroors. :

Tn domestic relations court, an explosion of caseload occurred. Judge
Woodring presided over domestic relations court during this time, and his work
was the basis for many stories which epitomized his wit and his humanity.

In criminal court, unprecedented transformation occurred. Cases like
Miranda v. Arizona and Gideon V. Wainwright worked changes in criminal
procedure, to which the court adapted. In addition, new ideas in rehabilitation
of criminals were being tested. Judge Woodring was in the vanguard of this
movement, and he was actively involved in establishing Alcoholics Anonymous
units in prison.

But there was one other area that was to undergo unparalleled conversion:
Civil trials.



Thus, it was this professional path for Carleton Woodring: student; for-
ester; haberdasher; lawyer; politician; choirist; representative; senator; judge;
and trial judge.

In 1966, this path led him to the watershed civil tral in what is now
Courtroom Number 3. One can imagine the low afternoon sun threw long
shadows from the legendary litigators engaged in the trial. The defense con-
tended that the injured boy, a knowledgeable athlete, who along with countless
others had used the diving board at Nazareth Boro Park on dozens of prior
occasions, knew well the risks of his sport and assumed them. But plaintiff’s
counsel used arelatively new approach. They offered expert testimony of alatent
design defect in the swimming pool.

At6:05, onMay 27, 1966, the jury foreperson rose to announce the verdict.
The jury awarded plaintiffs $215,000, a remarkable sum in those days. The
Courtroom stood briefly quiet. Stunned. The case of Cummings v. Nazareth
Borough is known by every trial lawyer in Northampton- County, and it’s
probably known to every Pennsylvania lawyer who has ever researched issues
arising over expert testimony or who has ever sought a new trial.

The case marked the beginning of modern civil trials in this County and
the first really large verdict here.

Having stood the watch for 20 years during a time of growth and change,
Judge Woodring decided in 1967 not to seek another term. He passed steward-
ship of the Court to a younger group of professionals. First Judge Williams, at
age 37, and later Judges Grifo and Franciosa.

Happily, however, Judge Woodring’s retirement from active judicial serv-
ice was not the end of his public service. In 1968, he served as a delegate to the
Pennsylvania Constitutional Convention, where he was elected a co-chairperson
of the finance and taxation committees. That same year, he began a long tenure
on the Board of Governors of the Lehigh/Northampton Airport Authority,
ultimately becoming a vice-chairman. In addition, he served as a director of the
Lehigh Valley Plan of Blue Cross, and in 1976, became the president of that
body. In addition, he was very active in his church and in civic organizations too
numerous to detail at this point. .

Beginning at age 66, Judge Woodring served as the first senior judge from
this county. He served in that capacity for an incredible 13 years. During his
service as senior judge, he continued to preside over trials here, but he also
traveled to many other counties in Pennsylvania. His family speaks of the
pleasure he derived from his travels and his new professional relationships. The
senior judges who followed him have remarked the good will he developed
throughout Eastern Pennsylvania.

In 1981, at age 79, after 33 years on the bench and more than 41 years in
public service, Carleton T. Woodring retired a second time. He left a legacy of
industry, humanity, fidelity and decency.

His death on September 23, 1992 at age 90 does not diminish his
professional heritage. Together with his brethren on the Bench and the officers



of the Court who practiced before him, some of whom we remember today,
Carleton Woodring brought stability and continuity during a time of tremendous
change. For this accomplishment by all of them, a brief moment of reflective

silence is due.
JUDGE FREEDBERG: Thank you. I direct that the notes of these pro-
ceedings be transcribed, and the copies of the eulogies be forwarded to members

of the families of our departed colleagues.
At this point, we will take a recess to permit members of the Bar to greet

the families of our colleagues.
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